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446 The School Review 

A Theory of Development and Heredity. By Henry B. Orr, Ph. 
D., Professor at the Tulane University of Louisiana. New 
York and London: Macmillan & Co., 1893. pp. vi + 255. 

The preeminently distinctive and dominant science of the pres- 
ent century is biology. This is evident not only from the immense 
amount of intellectual energy expended on biological investigation, 
and the number and importance of the discoveries in this line, but 
also from the influence which the facts, theories, and conceptions 
of this science is exercising in all fields of thought. That the 
struggle for existence will explain in great measure, if not indeed 
altogether, the elimination of unfavorable variations and the 
preservation of favorable ones, is generally accepted among biolo- 
gists, but as to the origin of these variations there is the widest 
difference of opinion. Since the publication, a few years ago, of 
Weismann's theory of heredity, according to which the transmission 
of acquired character is pronounced impossible; the scientific 
would have been divided into two hostile camps — the opponents of 
this thing asserting, and its advocates denying that the impressions 
of the environment on the individual organism are inherited by 
its descendants. Professor Orr takes his stand in the anti-Weis- 
mannian camp and explains the phenomena of development and 
heredity by the laws of habit i. e. the perfecting of a process by 
continued repetition of the process. 

The book shows a tendency at some points to take the assump- 
tion of physiological psychology for conclusions and to confuse the 
nervous and the psychic. In general, however, it is clear and 
thoroughly scientific in spirit. The style is excellent. It is a 
thoughtful and suggestive work and will be read with interest and 
profit by both the general reader and the special student. The 
modesty and candor with which the author sets forth his conclusions 
is in happy contrast with the dogmatic assertiveness displayed by 
many recent writers on scientific philosophic subjects. 

F. C. French 
Colgate University 

NOTES 

•One cannot fail to be surprised in looking over the second 
edition of King's Hand-Book of New York City (Moses King, 
Boston, Mass. Price $2.) at the amount of interesting and valu- 
able information compressed within the limits of a thousand octavo 
pages. The book has, moreover, over a thousand illustrations of 
points of interest and notable buildings in the city, and it is only 
fair to say that the illustrations are uniformly good. New York, 
as the metropolis of the new world, has a great interest for all. 
The book is well written and thoroughly entertaining. 



